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1. GBS-Environment Statistics 

Publication(s)
� The first was in 2002,

� The Second in May 2006

� The Third in December 2008

� The Fourth in September 2010 

� The Fifth in October 2012 

� The Sixth in December 2014.  

� And the Seventh will be launched in the last quarter of 2016.
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2. Steps collecting data 

� Send invitation letters to the stakeholders in the first quarter (January  
or February 2016). The stakeholders (40)  are trusted to provide the 
GBS with the necessary data at most two months.

� Data is accepted by all possible means, digital (email) or hardcopy by 
mail or  fax. Sometimes we receive raw data and have to create our 
own tables etc.

� A workshop is normally held in the second quarter of the year. The 
workshop  is funded by Conservation International Suriname (CIS) 
and, as of 2014 also by the UNDP Suriname. The state of affairs “a 
zero” draft with all the remaining gaps is presented and stakeholders 
get an additional month to fill the gaps.

� Processing and analyzing of the received data.

� Launch the publication (last quarter of the year).
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3. Challenges collecting data

� For some of the Environment Indicators there is no data 
available.

� The data from Surveys like MICS (latest 2010) and data from the 
Census (latest 2012) are only available for certain years. (MICS 
every 5 years) and Census every 10 years).

� To obtain the data the data providers need to be reminded 
constantly(calling, emailing and personal visits), which is very 
labour intensive.

� Sometimes the data is not collected or processed in the format 
that GBS wants. We get “raw data”, and have to make some 
modifications.

� Need to also collect the metadata of the indicators from the data 
providers.
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4. Environment Statistics Frameworks used 

for collecting and compiling data

� The CARICOM Core Set. (This set contains 

most of the FDES statistics and also data on 

tourism).  

� The Millennium Development Goals. After the  

8th of March 2016 the Sustainable Development 

Goals Indicators came into force.

� The Framework for the Development of 

Environment Statistics (FDES 2013)
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5: The CARICOM core Indicators 

� Sector 1: Population and Households (8)

� Sector 2: Tourism (6)

� Sector 3: Environment and Health (5)

� Sector 4: Natural Disaster (1)

� Sector 5: Energy and Minerals (7)

� Sector 6: Land use and Agriculture (3)

� Sector 7: Coastal and Marine Resources (4)

� Sector 8: Biodiversity (3)

� Sector 9: Forest (2)

� Sector 10: Air (8)

� Sector 11: Waste (6)

� Sector 12 :Water (8)
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6. Chapters of the Most Recent publication

� Chapter  1: Demographic and Socio-economic 
Background

� Chapter 2: Climate and Natural disaster

� Chapter 3: Tourism ( CARICOM core set)

� Chapter 4 :Transport (added by Suriname to the FDES 
and CARICOM Core)

� Chapter 5:Environment and Health, 

� Chapter 6:Water,

� Chapter 7:Energy and Minerals, 

� Chapter 8:Forestry, 

� Chapter 9:Coastal and Marine Resources, 

� Chapter 10:Land Use and Agriculture,

� Chapter 11:Biodiversity, 

� Chapter 12:Air  

� Chapter 13:Waste.
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Indicators of the Most Recent publication
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7. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

indicators related to the Environment
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indicators related to the Environment
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8.Link between the SDGs and GBS 

Environment  Statistics

Goal 2: Data available. Chapter 10

Goal 3: Data  available from the WASH project funded by the 
UNICEF for selected areas in the interior and from MICS 2010. 
Update needed from the MICS2016.- Chapter 5.

Goal 6: Ind. 6.1  = data available from the Surinamese Water Company

Ind. 6.2.1= data for 2010 MICS survey. Update needed.

Ind. 6.3.1= no data available. Suriname does not treat wastewater (yet)

Ind. 6.3.2/ Ind. 6.4.1/ Ind. 6.4.2/ 6.5.1/ 6.5.2 = no data available 

For target 6.4 and 6.5 the University of Suriname and the Surinamese Water  might have

some data.- CHAPTER 6

Goal 7: only data available for ind. 7.1.1.  from the Surinamese Energy 

Company. (EBS). For the other indicators contact must be made with EBS and other 
stakeholders in the energy sector.  CHAPTER 7
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Goal 9: No recent data available. Data available for 2008 from the Suriname’s 

Second National Communication to the United Nations Framework Convention  on 
Climate Change. There needs to a third  UNFCCC for Suriname

Goal 11: no data available. Survey needed.

Goal 12: no data is available, survey needed.

Goal 13: data only available for dates of the casualties 

and damages from dwellings. Chapter 2

Goal 14: data available for some indicators.  Chapter 9

Goal 15: data available for almost all of the indicators-

chapters 8 & 11

Goal 8: No data available. A survey is needed, 
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9. Challenges for collecting SDG data

� For some of the SDGs there is no data available. There has to be 
a Survey to collect this data. 

� Lack of financial and human resources makes it hard to have 
specialized surveys.

� Training is needed for the stakeholders (government and private 
sector) and the statistical office for the SDGS especially the new 
indicators.

� The metadata has to be available and there must also be training 
in how to collect or compile the data.

� MICS 2016 is a very important survey for establishing the SDG 
baseline 

� Need to also collect the metadata of the indicators from the data 
providers.
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10. Work in Progress/ Future 

activities
� National:

� Launched the EnvironmentInfo database in October 2015 (as an activity 
of WSD)(http://www.devinfo.org/surinameenvironmentinfo/libraries/aspx/Home.aspx )

� The Sustainable Development Goals (after March 2016) since almost 
half of the targets will require environment statistics. 

� Regional: 

� The Regional Public Goods Project: (IDB, UNSD, ECLAC, 11 
participating countries from the Caribbean and Latin 
America):“Development and Strengthening of Official Environmental 
Statistics through a Regional Framework in Latin America and the 
Caribbean

� Continued work on the CARICOM Core Indicators.

� International: 

� Participate in the UNSD-led Expert Group on Environment Statistics.
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11.Conclusion

� The first publication (2002) contained   

� 13 chapters / 61 Tables/ 0 Graphs /60 pages and 
No basic descriptions per chapter and table.

� The most recent publication (2014)

� 13 chapters / 163 Tables/ 58 Graphs /198 pages 
and Basic descriptions per chapter and per 
table.  

� But there is still room to expand and improve 
especially in light of new data demands that 
will emanate from the SDG targets and climate 
change discussions.
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�Thank you

�Gracias

�Bedankt
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